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MARK J. KRUPKA

TAKINõ CARE OF BUSINESS

NAPP TRADE SHOW IN 2010

The NAPP has selected the site and dates for 
the 1st Annual Trade Show and Conference 
with the theme ñTakinô Care of Businessò next 
February 28th and March 1st and 2nd at the 
Evergreen Marriott Resort and Conference 
Center in Stone Mountain, Georgia, a short 
ride from Atlanta.  

At this time, I would like to dispel any notion 
that the NAPP set up this trade show to compete 
with any existing industry trade shows.  Rath-
er, we took great pains to position this show on 
the calendar in order NOT to compete with any 
other industry shows, which have been held in 
the past in June, August and October.  

The reasons the NAPP decided to have their 
own trade show were two-fold.  First, we de-
termined that the industry needs a trade show 
and that there were questions as to whether any 
of the other trade shows were going concerns 
based on recent yearôs attendance and financial 
issues.  Two, the NAPP has gained in momen-
tum and membership over the past two years, 
and I believe, that we are beginning to make 
a significant contribution to the industry.  The 
only way we can do more is if we have more 
capital resources.  The way most trade organi-
zations raise funds is through membership fees 
and trade shows they conduct.

My own company, Ecological Laboratories, 
Inc. has supported two of the existing trade 
shows in the past and will continue to do so.  
However, many prospective attendees have said 
that the June and August shows were right in 
the middle of the busiest time of the year and 
they just cannot afford the time away from their 
business during this period.  While there may 
be fifty-two weeks in a year, there are plenty 
of other events to schedule around, e.g. trade 
shows, holidays. etc.  We have picked the week 
we did to avoid any major conflicts and to allow 
the show to work as a kickoff to the pond season 
in many areas of the country where the season 
begins in March or April.  

We have also restructured certain aspects of a 
typical trade show.  For instance, the registra-
tion fee will include two nightôs lodging at the 
beautiful Marriott host hotel.  The intention is 
to make the show more affordable to attend and 
guarantee more networking opportunities as 
people will not be staying at different venues in 
order to find the least expensive place to stay.  
The registration will also include two break-
fasts, lunches and dinners.  While the confer-
ence attendees will likely be having their break-
fast and lunch at the conference, they will have 
the option of having these meals on their own, 
with friends, or accompanying spouses.  The re




